
1 

 
 

 

 
 

Spring 2022 Newsletter 
 

  Pages 1 -4 

Providence Pointe Groundbreaking • CEO 
Letters • PHA Announcements and 
Reminders 

  Pages 5-9 

Resident Safety • National Poetry, Bike & 
Homeownership Month • Bike Raffle! • 
Partner Spotlights: Tri-County Urban 
League and Illinois Central College 

  Pages 10-13 

Community Happenings • Play It Safe •    
2-1-1 Resource Line • Spring Weather 
Safety: Tornado and Flood Season 

  Pages 14-16 

Kids Corner: Color Sheet • Word Scramble 
• Word Search • Butterfly Maze • PHA 
Holiday Observances  

 

  PROVIDENCE POINTE GROUNDBREAKING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Originally constructed in 1952 to serve as temporary housing for veterans of the 
Korean War, the Taft Homes has served as an affordable housing option and as a 
community hub for many families in Peoria. For over twelve years PHA has pursued 
redevelopment discussions of Taft Homes, and we are very excited to announce that 
construction for the newly named Providence Pointe is now underway! The $43 
million redevelopment project features modern, quality, affordable housing for area 
families, with 142 brand new rental units, two community centers, a playground area, 
and green space.  

Although some families relocated to alternate locations during the redevelopment, 
many families remain on site. Once construction is complete, on-site families will 
transition into the new homes. The first phase of homes are expected to be ready by 
January 2023! 

 

   Pictured, L to R: Director Jackie L. Newman, Teresa Jones, & Deputy Director Melissa Huffstedtler 
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  SPRING: A TIME FOR RENEWAL  
 

Spring is known to be a season of renewal, hope and transition. From the return of fresh blooms, to the spark of liveliness felt 
as we transition from winter’s season of rest—it is a natural invitation to make room for new beginnings. As I consider my time 
with PHA, I’m reminded of the wonderful opportunities I’ve had to share in new seasons of growth and renewal with PHA 
families, staff, and the Peoria community. Upon the request of the PHA Board of Commissioners and encouragement of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, in April 2018, my team and I came from Springfield Housing Authority to 
assist PHA to stabilize operations, move the agency from HUD’s “Troubled Status” list and get Taft redeveloped. Over our four 
years we worked diligently to accomplish that, and have partnered with PHA employees, the City of Peoria and the PHA Board 
to continue Moving Families Forward in so many ways.  One of our greatest accomplishments is successfully securing funding 
for the demolition of Taft Homes and the new construction of the future Providence Pointe.  

We have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to serve the community of Peoria, add value, and make a difference not only in 
agency operations but in the lives of families. Just as mother nature has transitioned us from Winter to Spring, it is also time 
for my team and I to transition out as we make room for new beginnings! 

I am very delighted to share with you that the PHA Board of Commissioners has completed their CEO search and that Ms. 
Armeca N. Crawford has been named Chief Executive Officer for the Peoria Housing Authority! Ms. Crawford joins us from 
Detroit, MI where she most recently served as Chief Operating Officer of Real Estate Management for the Detroit Housing 
Commission. She brings with her a wealth of experience in executive-level real estate operations, property and asset 
management, community engagement, financial operations and program compliance.  She is eager to meet with residents and 
will be making her rounds of introduction as she settles into the position. 

On behalf of myself and my team from the Springfield Housing Authority, thank you Peoria for having us! My team and I will 
continue to provide management services to PHA through the end of June, in support of the training and CEO transition process. 
We will always be a call and highway stretch away! A piece of Peoria will forever be in our hearts. 

Regards, 
 

Dr. Jackie L. Newman 
Chief Executive Officer, Springfield Housing Authority 

From the Desks of the CEO 
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  WELCOME DIRECTOR ARMECA N. CRAWFORD  
 

 

Thank you for extending the opportunity to serve as Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) at Peoria Housing Authority (PHA). As I take time to transition into 
PHA as your new CEO, I would like to first acknowledge Dr. Jackie Newman 
for her hard work and dedication over the last several years. Serving as director 
for two of Illinois’ largest housing authorities is no simple task, yet Dr. 
Newman has reignited a synergy at PHA that allows us to continue moving 
forward. On behalf of all of us here, we send tremendous gratitude to Dr. 
Newman and her team! 
 
As your CEO, my goal is to positively impact the Peoria community through 

strong partnerships and implementation of thoughtful programs that will enrich the lives of our 
residents and the community that we serve. I look forward to working with the Board of Commissioners, 
and forming a collaborative effort to advocate for access to suitable affordable housing options. 

 
I want to hear from you!  

 
As your CEO, I'm interested in establishing PHA as a place where residents feel free to give their 
feedback and suggestions. 

 
So, as I tour communities to familiarize myself with residents and sites, which I will do so routinely— 
please don’t hesitate to introduce yourself and to share any concerns, feedback or input you may have.  
You may also communicate with my office directly, at 309-676-8736, ext. 17306, or email 
execadmin@pha.peoria.il.us. 

 
I greatly look forward to serving you, building positive partnerships within the PHA community and 
the city of Peoria, in our dedicated mission of moving families forward! 

 

Most Sincerely, 

Armeca N. Crawford 
Chief Executive Officer, Peoria Housing Authority 
 
 

mailto:execadmin@pha.peoria.il.us
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   PHA ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS     

 

 

  

For more info, call us at: 309-676-8736 

For All Maintenance Work Orders 
24 Hours a Day/7 Days a Week 

Work Order Call Center 

(309) 213-2418 

PHA is currently accepting applications for 

the Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Program 

and the Mainstream Voucher Program. The 

Mainstream Program provides vouchers to 

families that have a disabled family member, age 

18-62, who is not the head of household.  

For more info, visit www.peoriahousing.org/hcv.aspx 
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   RESIDENT SAFETY  
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   FEATURED MONTHLY OBSERVANCES: APRL – JUNE 2022        

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Movement is essential to the soul! Whether it be 
biking, walking, dancing or even stretching, 
movement provides many benefits—from good 
circulation, proper digestion, and strengthened 
muscles, to improved concentration, better sleep, 
and overall mental well-being, plus more!  
 
For National Bike Month, why not challenge your 
family to get on the move by biking? It’s a fun 
family activity that provides good exercise, allows 
you to enjoy ‘outside,’ and can help reduce your 
gas costs while still getting you from point-A to 
point-B!  
 
Be sure to check out the Illinois Bicycle Rules of 
the Road guide for help in keeping you safe: 
www.bit.ly/ILBRR.  
 
If you’d like to go someplace safe for kids to 
practice and learn rules of the road, Peoria Park 
District’s Bicycle Safety Town is free and open to 
the public daily, from dawn to dusk. For more 
details, visit: www.bit.ly/ppdbst.  
 

BONUS! Courtesy of Peoria Walmart 
Supercenter-Allen Road, PHA will be raffling a 
bike + helmet in celebration of National Bike 
Month. Enter the raffle for your chance to 
win: www.bit.ly/3v3Ib92  
 
The raffle is open to all PHA residents! 

April is National Poetry Month—an opportunity to collectively 
celebrate the joy, expressiveness and melody of poetry! There 
are multiple forms of poetry, but the beauty of expressing 
your emotions through this artform is that it is yours to create 
and appreciate, whenever and however your spirit moves!  
 

In honor of national poetry month, we’re featuring the work 
of Angela Jackson, appointed State of Illinois Poet Laureate. 
 

“The Trick Is Not to Think: On the Art of Ballooning (for Dfaye)”  
 

The trick is not to think. 
It is in the body (some light you let go -- 
then ride). 
The trick is not to think. 
Could it be the heart can breathe and drag you on its breath 
as far as love can go? 
Could it be the heart can breathe? 
Don't think. 
Could it be you could hold the heart's breath? 
Don't think. 
Could it be you could let the heart's breath go -- 
then follow? Oh, grabbing, grabbing hold. Whatever is 
traveling, 
surging away! 
Could it be you could cast off in blue sky 
over blue water 
and come upon a ship far at sea 
you are at sea 
but you be anyway? 
Could it be you arrive far afield. Gleefully. 
In a cradle. 
In your own backyard. 
Could it be life took you for a ride? 
Could it be you let your conscience be 
your guide? 
Or not. (Just the heart.) 
And wind up where you are. 
The trick is not to think up scenes you've left behind. 
Not to hold what stays 
down. 
Just leap out on a dream, an air of savoir faire 
that leaps from inside you 
and carries you, wondrous, buoyant, 
to the place you are you anew, oh! traveler, 
traveling magic show 
let go all old sorrow 
away, away we go! 
                    Source: www2.Illinois.gov 
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   PHA’S HCV HOMEOWNERSHIP PROGRAM        
 

 

  

 

If owning your own home is a dream for you and your family, we encourage you to sign-up for PHA’s HCV 
Homeownership Program! Available to anyone with a Section 8 voucher, this program helps to prepare you 
for the journey to homeownership through a 6-week planning course, including guidance around credit 
repair, choosing a lender, budgeting, and the home purchase process.  Upon course completion, you are able 
to pick and purchase your own home anywhere in Peoria County and can receive assistance in paying off 
your home for up to 15 years! 
 
Eligibility Requirements Include: 

• Must be in good account standing with Peoria Housing Authority 

• Must be a first-time home buyer or haven’t owned a home in the past 3yrs 

• Minimum annual gross income of $15,000 or income from SSI or SS  
(no minimum income required for persons with disability or for age 62+) 

 

• Attend each of the six (6) Road to Homeownership classes 

• Meet a minimum credit score of 640 before meeting with the bank/lender 
 
 
To sign-up, or for questions about the program, contact us at 309-676-8736, ext. 14104, or email: 
vblack@pha.peoria.il.us 

mailto:vblack@pha.peoria.il.us
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   PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: TRI-COUNTY PEORIA URBAN LEAGUE        

 

Empowering Communities. Changing Lives.  

Established in 1965, the mission of Tri-County Urban 

League, Inc. is to advance the regional economy and 

quality of life in Central Illinois by promoting education 

and improving the employability skills, self-sufficiency, 

and social well-being of African-Americans and people 

in need.  

The Urban League delivers a variety of programs and 

services to area residents, including specialized 

educational services, counseling programs, 

employment assistance, advocacy, and community 

support services. Over 5,000 people receive support 

annually, in areas of:  

Programs For Youth 

• Mentoring, In School & After School 

• STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 

and Mathematics) Programming 

• Youth Empowerment Program 

• Career Exploration 

• College Application and Essay Support 

Job Readiness: 

• Resume and Application Assistance 

• Interview Training 

• Local Union Collaboration 

• Entrepreneurship Workshops 

• Apprenticeships 

Programs for Adults: 

• Financial Literacy, Budgeting and Credit Repair 

• Re-Entry Resources 

• Women’s Empowerment Program 

• Men’s Empowerment Program 

 

Education: 

• Daycare, 6 weeks - 5 years old 

• Tutoring, Grades K-12 

• Adult Tutoring 

• Literacy Program for All 

• GED Tutoring & Classes 
 

Additional Services: 

• Foodbank 

• Transportation Support 

• COVID Relief 

• Women’s Closet & Men’s Closet 

 

Sign Up for Services: www.tcpul.com/intake 

Tri-County Urban League 
317 S. MacArthur Highway, Peoria, IL 61605 
Email: uleague1@tcpul.com | Phone: 309-673-7474 
Web: www.tcpul.com 
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   SPOTLIGHT: ILLINOIS CENTRAL COLLEGE        
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   COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS        
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For tickets & pricing: 
peoriariverfrontmuseum.org 

 

www.thebettyjayne.com/calendar 
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peoriaparks.org/event/3rd-of-july 

FREE • Saturday mornings, May-Sept 
peoriaparks.org/event/yoga-in-the-park 

Thursday July 14 
Sing 2 @ Cassidy Park 
 
Thursday July 28 
Angels in the Outfield 
@ Stadium Park 
 
Tuesday August 2 
Clifford @Proctor Ctr 
 
Friday August 19 
Jumanji @Franciscan Pk 
 
For more info: 
Peoriaparks.org/movie-
in-the-park 

FREE  

July 4th | Peoria & East Peoria Riverfront 
redwhiteandboom.us 
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     WHETHER A COLD OR COVID – LET’S PLAY IT SAFE!       

Is it cold, flu, allergies, or Corona?? By now, most of us 

have either wondered this for ourselves, a family 

member, or someone sneezing or coughing a little too 

close to us at the checkout line! With so many 

similarities between these illnesses, it can be difficult to 

know exactly which one is the culprit at the onset of 

symptoms. It’s important that as we continue to push 

through this panoramic pandemic together, that we 

take proper precautions to keep ourselves and others 

healthy by playing it safe! At the onset of any 

symptoms: 

• Rule out COVID-19 by taking an at-home COVID 
test (order free tests @ www.covid.gov/tests to 
have on-hand when illness strikes), or visit a local 
testing center (www.pcchd.org) 

 

• Stay home to get as much rest as you can; isolate 
yourself from household members, where possible 

 

• Wear a mask if you have to go out—this will 
protect your immune system from further 
exposures and help protect others 

 

• Cover coughs and sneezes; wash your hands often; 
and clean high-touch surfaces everyday 
 

• Don’t chance it with “it’s probably just (such and 
such)”—especially at the onset of symptoms. Keep 
distance from others and mask up to play it safe. 

 

Are you in need of assistance with food, utilities, transportation, education, healthcare, or other local resources?  

2-1-1’s trained 

community specialists 

are available to help you 

access local resources 

and services to address 

any need. Call 2-1-1 or 

309-999-4029, or visit 

online www.211hoi.org. 

         Chart Source: www.ololrmc.com 

http://www.211hoi.org/
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   SPRING WEATHER SAFETY         

  
SAFE DRIVING TIPS FOR INCLEMENT WEATHER 

• Don’t drive unless absolutely necessary. 

• Always allow extra space since stopping distances 

increase on wet roadways. 

• Give yourself extra time to reach your destination. 

• Don’t use cruise control. You need to be able to react 

quickly to traffic/road conditions. 

• If you begin to hydroplane, let off the accelerator and 

gently steer in the direction you wish to travel. Do not 

brake or steer abruptly. 

• Don’t try driving through fast-moving water, such as at a 

flooded bridge approach. Your car could easily be swept 

away. 

• Don’t drive through standing water—water can be 

deeper than expected and have hidden dangers; your 

vehicle can get stuck due to not enough traction; or you 

could cause damage to your car’s engine intake system. 
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                                                                                               Colorsheet @www.thriftymommastips.com 

 

KIDS CORNER 
…including kids at heart! 
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      Woojr.com 
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Peoria Housing Authority 

100 S. Richard Pryor Place 

Peoria, Illinois 61605 

Phone: 309-676-8736 

Fax: 309-677-7301 

www.peoriahousing.org 

NOTE: PHA will be closed  
in observance of the following upcoming holidays: 

 

MEMORIAL DAY: Monday, May 30 
JUNETEENTH: Monday, June 20 

INDEPENDENCE DAY: Monday, July 4 
 
 

  

  

  

REMINDER TO ALL AFFORDABLE HOUSING & HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PARTICIPANTS:  
As a participant in PHA’s subsidized housing programs, it is your obligation to report ANY AND ALL changes that happen 

in your household. This means if your income goes up or down, someone moves out, or you are requesting to add 
someone to your household. Failure to report income can lead to repayments or termination of your assistance.  If you 

have questions about how or when to report, contact your Leasing Specialist at 309-676-8736. 


